Trying the Crime of Abuse of Royal Authority in the Divine Courtroom and the Incident of Naboth's Vineyard
F. Rachel Magdalene* Both R. Westbrook and I have argued separately that a claim of abuse of power or authority (herein called simply "abuse of authority") was actionable at law in the greater ancient Near East.1 When humans with political or economic power abused their power, their superiors or, if necessary, the king would hear these cases in order to protect those with less power. Several Mesopotamian documents and the Hebrew Bible attest to this. A difficulty arose, however, when a king abused his royal authority because no higher human authority could hear the case. This article argues that, in the Hebrew Bible, YHWH and, at times, the whole Divine Council would intervene in these situations and try the case in the divine courtroom in order to maintain justice. Often a royal prophet would accuse the king as YHWH's or the Council's agent. In other instances, the prophet would announce the heavenly verdict to the king. The incident concerning Naboth's vineyard-which is found primarily in 1 Kings 21 but is also discussed in 1 Kings 22 and 2 Kings 9-10-is one of the key texts 
